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Eligible seniors† are entitled to fully subsidised hearing devices that meet their clinical needs under the Australian Government Hearing 
Services program. †To be eligible to receive services under this program, a person must be: an Australian pensioner concession cardholder 
or their dependant; a Department of Veterans’ Affairs gold or white repatriation cardholder (specifically for war-related hearing loss) 
or their dependant; a sickness allowance recipient or their dependant; a referred client of an Australian Government funded vocational 
rehabilitation service; a member of the Australian Defence Forces; an Australian citizen or permanent resident under 21 years of age; an 
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person aged over 50 years, or who is a current participant of a Community Development Employment 
project, or who was participating in this program between 1 December 2005 and 30 June 2008.
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THE SpEECH InFoRmATIon on THIS CHART IS bASED on mEASuREmEnTS mADE by nATIonAl 
ACouSTIC lAboRAToRIES, THE RESEARCH DIVISIon oF AuSTRAlIAn HEARInG. EVERyDAy 
SounDS CoVER A RAnGE oF FREquEnCIES AnD InTEnSITIES. THIS CHART IS A GuIDE only.

Normal 
Hearing 
(up to 
0–20dB ISO)

Mild 
Hearing Loss 
(20–45dB ISO)

Moderate 
Hearing Loss 
(45–60dB ISO)

Moderately
Severe 
Hearing Loss 
(60–75dB ISO)

Severe
Hearing 
Loss
(75-90dB ISO)

Profound
Deafness
(90+dB ISO)

Band

Jet aircraft
(at 25m)

Motor bike

Crickets

Conversation

Fridge

Library

Birds

Vacuum
cleaner

Personal
stereo

(maximum
volume)

125 8000250 500 1000 2000 4000

FREQUENCY IN HERTZLOW PITCHED HIGH PITCHED

H
EA

R
IN

G
 L

EV
EL

S 
IN

 D
EC

IB
EL

S

SOFT
0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

110

120
LOUD

‘m’
‘ee’

‘or’ ‘ar’

‘p’
‘s’

‘t’

Reproduced with kind permission from Australian Hearing. For further information and other publications by Australian Hearing visit http://www.hearing.com.au/fact-sheets
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